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“Rabbi, I know that one thread was broken, and I tied it with my 
mouth.” 


Said R. Ishmael, “How great are the words of sages, who have laid 
down the rule, ‘If one did not intend to guard [the cleanness of an 
object], it is unclean’”’ [T. Kel. B.B. 1:2-3]. [Y: Utensils that are 
completely processed in a state of insusceptibility to uncleanness 
require immersion for use in connection with Holy Things, but not 
for use in connection with heave offering (M. 3:2A).] 


He who cuts off a reed for use with Holy Things — he who cuts the 
reed and he who immerses it must undergo immersion. 


Now there is no difficulty understanding why the one who cuts it off 
must immerse before doing so. But as to the one who immerses it, why 
can he not wrap it in bast and immerse it? 


Said R. Ila, “Interpret the rule to apply to the case of one who cut it off 
with the stipulation that he will immerse it.” 


Said R. Joshua b. Levi, “Up to this point [the strict rules of which M. 
informs us] pertain to Most Holy Things of the sanctuary. 


“From this point onward [the rules of which M. informs us] pertain to 
unconsecrated food that is prepared in accord with the rules of 
cleanness governing Holy Things.” 


[As to M. 3:2C, A utensil unites everything contained therein,] said 
R. Yohanan, “This rule is one of the testimonies of R. Agiba, for we 
have learned there: 


“Added R. Aqiba, ‘Fine flour, incense, frankincense, and coals 
[lying even on a flat tray], part of which one who had immersed on 
that selfsame day has touched — he has invalidated the whole 
quantity of them’” [M. Ed. 8:1 D-E]. 


Said R. Simeon b. Lagish, “They knew perfectly well that a utensil of 
[Temple] service joins together [its contents, so what affects part of 
what is in the utensil affects all of what is in it]. Now what was it that 
Aqiba came to add by his testimony? It concerned residue of meal- 
offerings, which are deemed to be joined together among themselves 
[so that what affects part of the residue affects the whole of it].” 


R. Yosé b. R. Zaminah in the name of R. Yohanan: “On what account 
have they stated that residues of heave offerings are deemed to be 
joined together among themselves? Because they all were supposed to 


